
 
 

Distinguished Lecturer Program  
Chair’s Note 

 

Dear IEEE AP-S Members,  
 
Here is the 3rd Quarter’s (July-August-September) DL Program. 
 
The second half of the year started with the Waterloo workshop on Thursday, July 9, 2026 (right before 
the Summer Detroit AdCom) within the IEEE AP-S DL Program. The host was the University of Waterloo, 
Canada, the organizer was IEEE AP-S University of Waterloo Student Branch Chapter. The speakers 
were Prof. Özlem Özgün, IEEE SM, IEEE AP-S DL, from Hacettepe University, Ankara – Türkiye, Dr. Atif 
Shamim, IEEE SM, IEEE AP-S DL, from KAUST, King Abdullah University of Science and Technology, 
Saudi Arabia, Dr. George Shaker, IEEE SM, IEEE AP-S Distinguished Industry Speaker, and the IEEE 
Sensors Council DL, from University of Waterloo, Canada, and Prof. Levent Sevgi, IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-
S Former DL & Program Chair, from İstanbul Teknik Üniversitesi (Retired). Pictures 1-3 belong to several 
groups of photos and selfies taken during the workshop. Pictures 4-6 belong to IEEE AP-S Detroit AdCom 
held on Saturday and Sunday, July 11-12, 2026. 
 
The third tour within IEEE AP-S DL Program is the Northern Europe Tour and will take place in three 
countries (Norway – Sweden – Finland), in five cities / universities (Sep 21: Oslo – Oslo Metropolitan 
University, Sep 23: Gothenbugh – Calmers University, Sep 25: Stockholm – KTH, Sep 28: Oulu – 
University of Oulu, and Sep 30: Aalto – University of Aalto) between Sep 20 – 30, 2026. The speakers in 
this tour will be: Dr. Özlem Özgün, IEEE SM, IEEE AP-S DL, from Hacettepe University, Ankara, Prof. 
Zhen Peng, IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (UIUC), USA,   
Prof. Mats Gustafsson, IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from Lund University, Sweden, Prof. Ari Sihvola, 
IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from Aalto University, Helsinki – Finland, Prof. Oscar Quevedo-Teruel, IEEE 
Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Stockholm – Sweden,  Prof. Costas 
Sarris, IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from  University of Toronto, Canada, Prof. Pai-Yen Chen, IEEE 
Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from  University of Illinoi, Chicago, USA, and Prof. Levent SEVGİ, IEEE Fellow, 
IEEE AP-S DL and DL Program Chair, from Istanbul Technical University (ITU), Türkiye. Pictures 7-9 
belong to flyers and programs of the Northern Europe tour. 
 
Our third IEEE AP-S AdCom (and last this year) will be in Salt Lake City on Saturday and Sunday, 
October 3-4, 2026. Right after the AdCom, we will have two more workshops within the IEEE AP-S DL 
Program: (1) Santa Clara University on Wednesday, October 7, 2026, (2) Stanford University, on Friday, 
October 9, 2026. The speakers are: Prof. Sima NOGHANIAN, IEEE SM, IEEE AP-S DL, from CRN, 
California, USA, , Dr. Nacer CHATAT, IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from NASA - JPL, Caltech, USA, Dr. 
Richard E. HODGES, IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from NASA - JPL, Pasadena, CA, USA, Prof. Zhen 
Peng, IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (UIUC), USA, Dr. Jeffrey 
PAWLAN, IEEE Life SM, IEEE MTT-S DML, from Pawlan Communications, USA, and Prof. Levent 
SEVGİ, IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL and DL Program Chair, from Istanbul Technical University (ITU), 
Türkiye. Flyers and programs of Santa Clara and Stanford Universities workshops are shown in Picture 
10. 
 
The next planned workshop within IEEE AP-S DL Program will be organized by IEEE Türkiye Section 
Joint AP/MTT/EMC/ED and AP-S İstanbul chapters, hosted by Istanbul Technical University (ITU), in 
Ömer Korzay Hall, ITU Faculty of EE, Maslak – İstanbul, on Thursday, November 5, 2026. The speakers 
will be: Prof. Özlem Özgün, IEEE SM, IEEE AP-S DL, from Hacettepe University, Ankara – Türkiye, Prof. 
Atif Shamim, IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from KAUST, Saudi Arabia, Prof. Okan Yurduseven, IEEE 
Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL, from Queen’s University Belfast, UK, Dr. Ahmet Sever, IEEE SM, from KAUST, 



 

Saudi Arabia, and Prof. Levent SEVGİ, IEEE Fellow, IEEE AP-S DL and DL Program Chair, from Istanbul 
Technical University (see Picture 11). 
 
Note that I approved 65+ DL requests in 2024. Together with 9 Inter-Society DL (ISDL) workshops we 
spent 85% of the budget. Last year, I approved 85+ DL requests and organized 25 ISDL workshops. 
AdCom approved 25% increased last year and we spent almost all of it.  This year, in addition to these 
tours, as of early September 2026, I have approved nearly 160 DL invitations coming from society 
chapters and joint chapters, as well as student branches. 
 
Finally, we have posted several new workshops reports on https://ieeeaps.org/dl-program/recent-dl-tours. 
They belong to some of the activities within the IEEE AP-S DL Program in the last three-months period 
(June-July-August 2026): 
 

• Dr. Zhang’s UK DL tour report (Aug) 
• Dr. Ozgun's Canada DL Report (Jul) 
• DL report from U Waterloo (Jul)        Video 
• Dr. Rao's India DL Workshops' Report (Jun) 
• Dr. Arslan's AP-S Istanbul Report (Jun) 
• Dr. Chen's İstanbul DL report (Jun) 
• Dr. Dumanli's İstanbul DL report (Jun)    Video 

 
Stay tuned with us for further activities within this program! 
  

 

Picture 1: The flyer and selection of photos from IEEE AP-S DL Waterloo workshop. 

 

https://ieeeaps.org/dl-program/recent-dl-tours
https://ieeeaps.org/images/aps-pdf/2026/IEEE_APS_DL_Bing_ZHANG_UK_Visiting_Report.pdf
https://ieeeaps.org/images/aps-pdf/2026/IEEE_APS_DL_Tour_Report_Ozgun_Canada.pdf
https://ieeeaps.org/images/aps-pdf/2026/IEEE_APS_DL_Waterloo.pdf
https://youtu.be/Qiq16cm6rn4?si=7N9KSPSnwDzQPV9N
https://ieeeaps.org/images/aps-pdf/2026/Dr_Rao_DL_India_Tour_Report.pdf
https://ieeeaps.org/images/aps-pdf/2026/IEEE_APS_DL_Istanbul_Huseyin_Arslan.pdf
https://ieeeaps.org/images/aps-pdf/2026/IEEE_APS_DL_Istanbul_Zhining_Chen.pdf
https://ieeeaps.org/images/aps-pdf/2026/IEEE_APS_DL_Turkiye_Sema_Dumanli.pdf
https://youtu.be/4mbahhfuzbI


 

 

Picture 2: Another selection of photos from IEEE AP-S DL Waterloo workshop.. 
 
 

 

Picture 3: Selfies from IEEE AP-S DL Waterloo workshop.. 
 



 

 

Picture 4: Collection of photos from IEEE AP-S Detroit AdCom meeting. 

 

 

Picture 5: Collection of photos and Selfies from IEEE AP-S Detroit AdCom meeting. 
 
 



 

 

 

Picture 6: With Prof. Balanis; decades of Greek – Turkish friendship. Profs Ziolkowski and Topsakal were 
also with us. 

 
 

 

Picture 7: Map and flyers of 5-stop Northern Europe tour within IEEE AP-S DL Program. 



 

 

Picture 8: Programs of Oslo and Gothenburg IEEE AP-S DL workshops. 

 

 

Picture 9: Programs of Stockholm, Oulu, Aalto IEEE AP-S DL workshops. 



 

 

Picture 10: Flyers and programs of Santa Clara and Stanford Universities workshops. 

 

 

Picture 11: Flyer and program of Istanbul Technical University DL workshop. 


